Mentoring and Advising
Workshop Series
Fall 2019
Join the Office of the Provost as we bring together mentors and advisors around the University this fall in a series of workshops to
learn about relevant issues and guide meaningful conversations.
Helping Advisors Help Students Navigate Disability Resources and Services (DRS)
September 26, 2019
1 p.m.–2:30 p.m. l Alumni Hall 121
Register to attend

Join this workshop for insights into how advisors and mentors can assist students in
navigating the DRS office and processes. Learn more about the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), the civil rights law that prohibits discrimination against
individuals with disabilities in all areas of public life, including education. Get an
overview of disability information and best practices on language for advising and
helping students. DRS disability specialists will also share how to provide proactive
outreach to students, specifically with resources related to Pitt.
Presented by: Chad Jurica, Disability Specialist, and Amy Arnold, Disability Specialist, Disability Resources and Services

The Benefits of Innovation
October 23, 2019
1 p.m.–2:30 p.m. l Alumni Hall 121
Register to attend

This workshop will explore how the process of innovation benefits students—during
their time here at Pitt and in their careers post-graduation. Take advantage of a
hands-on demonstration of how students can learn innovation through a mini-Big Idea
Blitz that condenses a 24-hour program for students into a one-hour session designed
to help advisors and mentors communicate the powers of innovative thinking to your
students.
Presented by: Babs Carryer, Director, Big Idea Center, University of Pittsburgh Innovation Institute

Improvisation for Advising Conversations
November 19, 2019
9 a.m.–noon l Alumni Hall 121
Register to attend

Improvisation is becoming increasingly recognized as a critical skill for engaging in
productive conversations. Recently, improv has been brought into higher education
spaces as a key training modality for academic advising. Through a series of facilitated
simulations and role-playing with real Pitt students, advisors will have a chance to
learn, share, and practice new approaches to bring to their advising work.
Presented by: Olivia Hartle, Project Manager, and April Belback, Director of Undergraduate Advising and Mentoring, Office of the Provost
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